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Love is what’s in the room 
with you at Christmas  
if you stop opening  
presents and listen. 

– Anonymous
 
At Christmas, we cease to be  
individuals or even a community - we 
become a family.

To all our SCC family, wishing you a 
Christmas filled with as much fun as 
you want, as much peace as you need, 
and a Happy New Year.

“We Care”
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There is a range of Kite species  
throughout Australia ranging from  
Whistling Kites to Black Kites.
In their natural habitat, Kites are  
spectacular, soaring effortlessly in the 
wind, their long forked tails constantly 
twisting to manoeuvre the bird while 
searching for food on the ground below, 
or skilfully catching insects on the wing. 
The Black Kite is a medium-sized raptor. 
The plumage is actually dark brown,  
with scattered light brown and rufous 
markings. The tail is forked and barred 
with darker brown. This feature gives  
the bird its alternative name of  
Fork-tailed Kite.
The Black Kite’s plumage is similar to  
other raptors (birds of prey), such as 
the Little Eagle, Whistling Kite, and 
Square-tailed Kite. In flight, however,  
its long forked tail and almost unmarked 
underwing make it unmistakable.
The Black Kite is found in a variety of 
habitats, from timbered watercourses to 
open plains, and is often observed in  
and around outback towns. Although it  
is more normally seen in small groups, 

the Black Kite may form huge flocks of 
many thousands of birds, especially 
during grasshopper plagues. 
The Black Kite preys on lizards, small 
mammals and insects, especially  
grasshoppers. It also is a scavenger,  
and frequents town tips. Black Kites also 
gather in flocks around bush fires, and 
eagerly pounce on small animals as  
these flee the flames. 
Black Kites nest in isolated pairs  
or in small, scattered colonies. As  
with other raptors, a ritualised aerial 
courtship display is performed by both 
sexes.  
The nest is a bulky cup of sticks, lined  
with softer material, and is placed in  
the fork of a tree branch. The female  
incubates the eggs while the male  
provides food.
Source – Birdlife Aust.
Frank Kennedy

CHRISTMAS GRACE
God of Christmas and of every day,
Giver of all good gifts, 
we thank you for your many blessings.
We are grateful for the gift of each person
here at this table.
Bless us, our food and our celebrations 
today.
Bless our loved ones not with us.
With gratitude and love
we remember your humble birth 
into our human family, and so we pray for 
those without families, food and friendship
this Christmas.
Remembering the stable in which you were 

born,
we pray for those who have nowhere to live.
Remembering your flight into Egypt,
we pray for refugees and persecuted  
people.
We join your angels in praising You
and praying for peace and goodwill  
on earth.
Help us to listen to what you ask of us
and to respond with faith, hope and love.
Keep us safe and close to you
 in the year ahead.
We thank you for your presence 
among us at this table,

Amen.
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In Dickens’ novel, “A Christmas Carol”, 
the miser, Ebenezer Scrooge, is visited 
by the ghost of Christmas past.  The ghost 
represents the events of Scrooge’s life, in 
particular the choices he has made.
The ghost is not an eerie, frightening  
figure but rather a redemptive influence 
holding up a mirror to the miser who 
comes to realise that our past choices  
and their consequences have shaped the 
persons we have become.
But there is more.  Scrooge is shown that 
choices we make now can bring about 
change in us and lead us to make better 
choices in future.  Dickens summed it up 
in these words:  “I will honour Christmas 
in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. 
I will live in the Past, the Present, and the 
Future”.
Dickens was writing when Christmas and 
all it represents was not only a religious 
festival, but a cultural event.  People  
greeted one another with “Merry 
Christmas” or “Happy Christmas”.
In these days of political correctness,  
we see cards with the greeting; “Happy  
holidays!” For me that is something  
altogether different. When I was a child 
growing up, we looked forward to the 
Christmas holidays, for many Aussie kids, 
six weeks of sun, sand and surf with family 
and friends.
Christmas Day meant  a packed church 
with joyful singing of carols, a visit to the 
crib, meeting fellow worshippers outside  

afterwards and greeting 
them joyfully because it  
was Christmas.
The day would go on to  
unfold with the little ones in 
the family seeing what  
Santa had brought, the 
arrival of other family 
members, exchange of gifts, the leisurely 
Christmas lunch, sharing stories until late 
afternoon.  That was our culture, a blend 
of sacred and family ritual honoured in 
homes all over the country.
It was about togetherness in the spirit  
of Christmas and it continues to this day.   
Christmas is for believers and non-believ-
ers, a family and community celebration.   
And there is still the message of good will.   
On our TV screens on Christmas evening 
we are sure to see inspiring scenes of 
hundreds of volunteers serving Christmas 
dinner to the homeless.   We will also see 
pictures of packed churches and hear the 
familiar story of the Birth of Jesus  
proclaimed from pulpits of Christian  
denominations across the land.
This is much more than a happy holiday, 
so let us joyfully celebrate Christmas 2019  
as recognition that the ghosts of our Christ-
mas past have made us who we are and 
at the heart of Christmas is Jesus, born in a 
stable at Bethlehem in the city of David as 
the Old Testament prophets had foretold. 

Sr. Anne Henson

G R O W I N G  O L D E R  G R A C E F U L L Y
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A COURAGEOUS CHOICE
Courage is one of our core values, but not 
something we immediately associate with 
Christmas. However, like so many situations 
in life, when you take a good look at it, the 
story becomes clearer. 
Nine months before Christmas, a frightened 
teenager was approached by an angel with 
a seemingly impossible challenge. With 
incredible courage Mary simply said:  Yes.  
As a result the world changed. 
Joseph went out on a limb and chose to  
believe and stand by Mary through an  
almost unbelievable series of events,  
which culminated in the birth of Christ. In this 
process he would have almost certainly lost 
his standing in the community and among 
his peers. He showed courage in holding the 
truth. The gospels tell us that after the birth  
of their son, the new family became refugees 
from their own country. Mary and Joseph 
courageously protected their son until  
relative peace had returned to their  
homeland. Mary and Joseph continued to 

show courage in  
nurturing and  
supporting Jesus and 
his followers all  
their lives.
In the course of our 
life, visits and work 
at SCC, we are each 
called to the courage 
of our convictions. A 
wise person said once: ‘A lie doesn’t  
become truth, wrong doesn’t become right, 
and evil doesn’t become good, just because 
it’s accepted by a majority.’ Particularly 
when we are in the minority, we are called 
to be courageous in standing up for the 
truth, for our beliefs, and for what is right. 
In doing so We Care by actively serving our 
community with Christian compassion.  
May our prayer be:  Jesus, Mary and  
Joseph, courageously lead us to true peace 
in our hearts and our world this Christmas.
Matt Digges
Director of Mission

MATT’S MUSINGS ACTING DIRECTOR OF NURSING REPORT 

OUR LADY OF THE WAY 
CHAPEL CHURCH TIMES
Catholic Mass: Wed at 9.30am 

All Denominations: 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month at 10am.
At Mater Christi Anglican: 2nd 
Monday of each month at 11am.

Celebrating Christmas with Sawtell Churches 
Mary Help of Christians (Catholic)
Christmas Eve 5pm Vigil Mass, 
   11.30pm Carols,
   Midnight Mass
Christmas Day   7.30am Mass
   9am Mass

St Nicholas (Anglican)
Christmas Eve     5pm Family Service
   with sausage sizle
Christmas Day     9am Holy Communion

Sawtell Uniting Church
Christmas Day     9am Family Worship

Voyage Christian Church 
(Toormina Community Centre)
22nd Dec   5pm Carols Celebration          
Christmas Day     9am

Well, What a year it has been for us all!
As we near the end of 2019 it is time for us 
to take a look back at the year.
Some of you have entered the facility and 
started your life in Mater Christi, others 
have said goodbye to loved ones and most 
of you have had the pleasure of attending  
celebrations in and around the facility 
throughout the year.
We have welcomed Toormina Preschool, 
Mary Help of Christians Primary School 
and Coffs Christian Community School  
to take part in our intergenerational  
community programs and visited Toormina 
preschool and Mary Help of Christians 
School in return. We have celebrated 20 
years of “We Care” at Mater Christi, 

dressed up, had high teas and luncheons 
together, sung karaoke, celebrated our 
nursing staff and their hard work and  
enjoyed many BBQs together including  
this year’s Christmas Carols.
On behalf of our staff I would like to say 
thank you to the residents, families and 
friends of Mater Christi for making this  
year one to remember and joining us as we 
travelled through it. We wish you a Merry  
Christmas and hope 2020 will be another 
great year full of celebrations for you all.

Catherine Blake

ADON
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Luncheon, and December Christmas Luncheon.

MARIAN GROVE VILLAGE NEWS

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019
On Monday 11th November we  
commemorated Remembrance Day. 
Owing to the surrounding bushfire smoke 
the ceremony took place in the Mater Christi 
community room.  Lest We Forget.

Our December luncheon had 
wonderful entertainment from  
the students at Boambee Primary 
School. Thank you Mrs  
Sciortino! We also farewelled 
MG Staff member, Karen Linton.
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SCC NEWS

SCC HOME SUPPORT SERVICES 
are offering Christmas Gifts of

FREE DELIVERY
to Marian Grove + Mater Christi 

residents for only $50

All delivieries will be made 
Monday 23rd December 2019

To order please call 
Krista Nolan 0400 813 910

SCC Home Support Services Festive Christmas Gift delivery offer, 
Remembrance Day 2019 commemoration
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CREATING BEAUTY
Smoke has filled our days recently,  
alerting us to the devastating destruction 
bushfires can bring. Yet, here in our village 
are many reminders that life will go on and 
flourish. Frank Kennedy, (pictured) out 
watering new plants in the landcare strip.

COFFEE CART
On Wednesday 14th November, a 
hazy morning Coffee Ccart was held 
at Marian Grove. Look out for future 
notices and come and join the fun.

MARIAN GROVE 
TRAVEL

COMMITTEE COMMUNIQUE 27.11.2019
• On behalf of Residents we would like to  
  express appreciation and    
  acknowledgement of Management’s   
  care and concern in relation to the   
  possible threat as a result of the bushfires.
• Thank you, thank you, thank you to all  
  volunteers who give their time and  
  effort to ensure our monthly luncheons  
  and various activity groups continue   
  functioning, bringing joy, happiness  
  and social interaction to our Village.
• A new roster is about to be printed for  
  the luncheon, so if you would like to add  
  your support please phone Tom  
  (0427532159). Unless advised  
  otherwise, those already on the roster  
  will be included again.
• Please be advised that you can’t get  
  locked inside the Recreation/Library  
  area. When doors are locked from  
  outside, the FRONT ENTRANCE will  
  open from inside by pressing the GREEN  
  BUTTON on the righthand side of the  
  door post. Back door will open when bar  
  is pressed. It self-locks again. Lock up  
  procedure is on the notice board.
• Changes have commenced in the  
  Recreation Hall Foyer. Community notice  
  board is now located in main hall area, as  
  is the residents’ suggestion box.
• Dishwasher is to be used for washing  
  of all cups etc. All should be rinsed  
  then follow instructions on the wall.
• Reminder that Assembly Meeting points  
  for each zone are on the chart behind  
  your front door.
• Junk mail will  no longer be delivered to  
  all units. A limited number will be  
  available for those interested, to be  
  collected from administration area.
• Like it or not we live in a changing world.  
  How we meet that change is a challenge  

for each of us. Within The Village change is  
inevitable. Unfortunately for us Karen has 
moved on, with our thanks for her  
contribution as well as our good wishes in 
her future endeavours. Looming over the front 
gate are ominous signs of further change. The 
challenge for us now is to retain and build 
positively on the SPIRIT and VALUES for which 
MARIAN GROVE has become renowned.
Best wishes to one and all for a Happy and 
Holy Christmas.
 
Marian Grove Residents Committee

BERNIE’S CORNER
The men at the shed have honoured  
Bernie Ayre by creating Bernie’s  
corner. “It’s just like he left it, as though  
he popped out for a cup of tea.”

‘It’s a wonderful life’ is being  
performed in January at the  
Jetty Theatre.  
Tickets are $25 concession.
Please call 0401 781 706  
for bookings with Marian  
Grove Travel.

John and Barbara Smith
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MATER MAT TERS 

Our friends from Toormina  
PreSchool joined residents  
outside under the sails at Mater 
Christi for a Teddy Bears Picnic 
to celebrate Grandparents Day.

Our residents delighted in  
watching the children sing and 
dance, before sharing some  
fairy bread and milkshakes for  
a delicious morning tea.

Everyone joined together for 
games with the rainbow  
coloured parachute.

Toormina Pre School visits once 
a month. If you would like to be 
a part of this intergenerational 
interaction in the future, please 
ask Bec Graham in Lifestyles for 
more information.

Mardi 

It was SMILES all around when Santa  
came to visit Mater Christi. He was  
checking his list, and is happy to report all  
of our residents have made the ‘nice’ list  
this year. 
Thank you to all 
residents who  
participated in 
our special ‘Santa’ 
photos.
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 H A I R D R E S S I N G  C H R I ST M A S  N E W S
Diamond Rose Hair Studio will be closed from  
Monday 16th of December and will reopen on  
Friday 3rd of January.
Please do leave a voice message if you would like to 
make an appointment for the new year and I will return 
your call when I can. I apologise for any inconvenience.
I hope you all have a very lovely Christmas 
and I look forward to seeing you in the new year.

Opening Hours Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays from 9am. 
Please call Candice on 0403174577 

GROOVERS SINGING 
GROUP - BREAK OVER  
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR
The Groovers will recess from Friday 
13th December and return Friday 7th 
February 2020.
The Groovers meet each Friday morning 
in the recreation hall at 10am. Groovers 
call our rehearsals “mornings of sheer 
joy” as Mei Wei Lim leads us with her 
unique style. This year Mei has been 
taking us to Mater Christi once a month 
for our rehearsal and it has been special 
to see some residents join in the singing 
while others move in time to the music. 
All residents are welcome to sing along 
and join the fun times with Mei Wei Lim!  

BOOK CLUB NEWS
Our Book Club coffee meetings, where 
we exchange and discuss books we have 
read recently - or enjoyed years ago, are 
still well attended. Our meetings are held 
at 10am on the last Saturday of every 
month. If you would like to join in some 
friendly light hearted chatting about books 
or other reading material you are most 
welcome to join us. There is always plenty 
of laughter!

EMBROIDERY GROUP NEWS
The Marian Grove Embroidery Group 
which meets on Monday Afternoons in 
the Supper Room, has diversified some-
what into a sociable needlecraft group 
who gather to share our “skills”,  
socialise, chat and enjoy some  
afternoon tea. Please feel free to come 
along and join us.

INTRODUCTION TO ART
(Free Classes)
Oils and Acrylics
Art classes are held each Tuesday at 
8:15am - 12:00noon Marian Grove Rec 
Room. Note: No classes are held on the 
first Tuesday of the month owing to the 
Marian Grove Luncheon.
Contact Audrey Smith 6658 2068

DANCE CLASSES (Free)
Each Thursday unless otherwise  
advised. Marian Grove Rec Room
Beginners always welcome
New time of 
1:30pm – 3:00pm
Contact Audrey Smith 6658 2068
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LIBRARY NOTES
I came across this poem somewhere  
recently and I think it sums up our feelings 
at this rather difficult time:
I love a sunburnt country, 
a land of sweeping plains,
But I’ve gotta tell ya mate, 
I like it better when it rains.
The countryside is dying and 
there’s just no end in sight,
And just to rub salt in the wounds, 
the bush has caught alight. 
The landscape is on fire from 
Brisbane to the Gong,
And everybody’s asking: 
Where the hell did we go wrong?’
But we can get through this one 
if we help each other out. 
Take care of your neighbour, 
that’s what Aussies are about. 
The rain is going to fall again, 
the good times will return. 
But living in Australia means 
at times it’s going to burn,

So if you need a helping hand 
just give a mate a call. 
We’re all here to help you out 
and catch you when you fall.
The RFS, the SES, the fireys and police,
all put their lives upon the line 
to help keep the peace. 
So hats off to these heroes 
and thanks for all you do 
And I hope when this is over, 
we can make it up to you!
Troy Gerdes

I would like say thank you to all who have 
helped keep our library a pleasant place 
to visit. I thank all who have donated books 
this year. These have added to the scope  
of interesting reading matter in the library.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a 
happy and a holy Christmas, a restful  
holiday and a prosperous New Year.

Thank you. 

Sr Chris 
Library Coordinator.
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CRAFT CLUB
The Craft Club meets on Tuesday  
afternoons at 1.30pm to make handmade 
items such as trauma bears and knee rugs 
etc to donate to charity. We’d love to  
welcome you along and have a chat and 
a laugh while we work followed by a nice 
cup of tea. The more of us there are, the 
more we can achieve.

RUMMIKUB
Marian Grove Rec Room
2 - 4pm ALL WELCOME
Contact Audrey Smith 6658 2068
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TUESDAY EXERCISE CLASS AT 
MARIAN GROVE REC HALL
We welcome new faces to our Tuesday 
morning exercise class in the Rec Room,  
with qualified personal trainer, James  
Moncada. Our participating residents  
highly recommend James’ program and 
continue to comment on how much they  
enjoy and benefit from the class.  
Come along and join them for an hour from 
9am on Tuesday mornings in the Rec Room.

“OLD TIME, NEW VOGUE” 
DANCING
The 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 
7pm at Marian Grove Rec Hall

All Welcome - Contact Barry Woods for 
more information on 6658 8167

SPEEDING IN THE VILLAGE
This is a reminder that the village has  
speed limits for pedestrian safety.  
The area from the Recreation Centre to  
the front gate is restricted to 10km per hr 
with the remainder of the village having  
a 20km per hour speed limit.   

CARDS 500
Those interested in playing 500 are invited to 
the recreation centre on Mondays from 1.30 
- 3pm. Come  along and play 500.
You might even enjoy yourself!  
Beginners welcome! Held in the rec room by 
Ronda and Les Gartrell - contact for more 
informations 0409682865. 

IMPORTANT INFO
Marian Grove Resident  
Details located on the  
back of your Front Door!
Why do we have these details on 
the back of your door?
If you activate your medical response 
pendant and the ambulance is called, 
then the ambulance staff know to look 
behind your front door to access vital 
information - and will take this with them 
to hospital.
This provides the Hospital Staff with your 
Name, Date of Birth, Medicare and 
Health Information as well as a list of 
current medications and a phone num-
ber.
Please take the time to check that this 
information is correct (as Medicare 
numbers expire), and your family  
members can change addresses and 
phone numbers. 
If you need these details updated - 
please call 6659 6603 and one of the 
Village Services Team will call in and 
see you, or you can drop this into recep-
tion and they will update for you.
Please also remember to test  
your pendant on a regular basis  
by calling the office on 6653 1241; 
advise them that you are testing the 
pendant and then press the button. 
To ensure we are able to record the 
test, please do this during office hours 
(8.30am - 4.30pm)

MAINTENANCE 
ISSUES
Management has completed an  
annual  risk review and we have been 
advised by experts on the best way to 
implement and improve the following 
procedures for maintenance/care  
requests in Marian Grove. 

Maintenance Request
A resident must be at home whilst the 
maintenance/trade work is being  
completed. In the event of an  
emergency, two SCC Maintenance staff 
are permitted to enter the property to 
allow us to complete your request.
Please advise reception when logging  
the job if there are specific days or  
dates you will not be home so this can be 
recorded with your job request.

Key Safe
Provision of individual key safes for  
residents are available for purchase  
from Marian Grove Reception.  
Cost is $24 with free installation by SCC 
Maintenance.

After Hours
For all after hours maintenance  
emergencies, including unit lock outs -
please contact 0417 468 043.

PLEASE NOTE:
All bookings for SOCIAL bus trips are to 
be made directly to John and/or  
Barbara Smith 0401781706 and NOT 
through the Office, to avoid confusion. 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP
Every Thursday at 2pm in the chapel, 
followed by afternoon tea. 
All welcome.
Contact Peter Patton for further 
information on 6658 8440.

Saturday 25th January 2020
$4 entry includes afternoon tea  

and lucky door prize
Contact the office to book transport to 

the concert on 6653 1241

MOVIE AFTERNOON

21st December at 2pm
at Marian Grove learning centre

we have seats for 40 people.
THIS IS A FREE EVENT

Please contact John and Barbara Smith 
for more information 0401781706

Australia Day 
Concert
with the Marian 
Grove Ukulele Group

TABLE TENNIS FUN 
Come along and join in the fun  
at table tennis every Monday morning 
9.30am to 11am in the Marian Grove Rec 
Hall. Good times and great people.
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RESPONSIBLE SCOOTERING
Management is concerned to ensure  
the safety of all our residents. 
Please take care when using motorised 
scooters around the village and ensure 
they are not being used for joyrides.

We have had complaints that some  
residents are feeding birds in the  
village. Hand fed birds become a  
nuisance. Within a short space of  
time, many can descend which can  
be a frightening experience for some. 
For this reason we ask that birds,  
along with any other wildlife, are not 
fed. Thank you. Village Management.

FOR SALE CLASSIFIEDS
Letterbox at the Office is cleared 
at 4pm Monday to Friday
Other services available from the 
office are: 
Photocopying 10c per copy.
Faxing $1 per page. Stamps $1.

YOUR BEAUTY MATTERS
Fully qualified beauty and massage  
therapist can provide quality personalised 
treatments at affordable prices.  
Situated 5 minutes from Toormina Gardens  
Shopping Centre or home visits may also 
be an option. Treatments include:  
Massage, waxing, facials, manicures, 
pedicures, lash/brow tinting and beautiful 
‘Pamper Packages’.  
Ph Mylene (Blain) Thomas - 0421 227 733
28 Bardsley Crescent Toormina 2452

CLEANERS
Linsey - 6658 4652 Mob - 0428 532 766
Mary - 6652 7480
Tim Catchpole - 0431 550 069
Cleaning, windows, ovens, Insured.

PODIATRIST
Jessica Borg 0421 234 261
Home visit service.

Princess Electronic 
Recliner with tray
Excellent 
Condition
Suit adult up to 160cm. 
$550 
Phone Joanne 
0407051396

SONARIS Bathmaster  
Powered Bathlift
Excellent Condition
Helps bathe independently.
AS NEW STILL IN BOX $250
Please phone Joanne on - 0407051396

King Single Electric bed  
Excellent condition. 
Memory foam mattress RRP was $3000.  
Sell for $1600.
Contact Sandra Tuthill on 0439926011

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Judy Braddick 0437 272 338
Home visit service.

MATER CHRISTI
LAUNDRY
LOST PROPERTY
Families and Residents  
of Mater Christi 
Please be advised the laundry will 
keep lost property items for three 
months at a time. 
If you have missing clothing please visit 
the laundry and they can show you the 
current items.
In an effort to minimize lost 
property, Mater Christi offer a labelling 
service for residents. Up to 200 items 
are labelled using a heat seal for a 
small cost of $40.  
This service can be arranged at Mater 
Christi Reception.  If you do not wish  
to use this service we ask that you  
clearly mark all items with a laundry 
grade marker.

Tools for the Cedar 
Men’s Shed Museum
The small Men’s Shed Museum at the  
back of Cedar House is a place for  
residents to see tools that they may have 
used and remember the skills of their  
working life. We are seeking donations 
of hand tools that will be secured behind 
Perspex in the shed. Old fishing or hunting 
gear may be useful as well. 
Please contact Bec Graham at Mater 
Christi or Matt Digges.
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HANDY CONTACT 
NUMBERS
MG Office: 6653 1241
Maintenance  
Office: 6659 6621
After Hours Maintenance: 
0417 468 043
MG Village Transport: 
6659 6603
Mater Christi Reception: 
6658 6133
Police, Fire or Ambulance
In the event of an emergency 
press your safetylink pendant. 
Alternatively please dial 000.

WANTED TO BUY 
2 MOTOR RECLINER CHAIR
Has anyone got a 2 motor recliner chair  
for sale? Either material or leather.  
Good condition.
Please contact Wendy House 1 Mater Christi
0414 580 233

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING  
TO SELL?
Please contact Michelle Royce
michelleroyce@scca.net.au  or
Mardi Davies mardidavies@scca.net.au
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STAGE 7 UPDATE
We have all seen the progress from the ground. Here are some photos 
of the latest developments.

GWEN GILLESPIE 
TURNS 100!
On Tuesday 10th December we  
celebrated Gwen Gillespie’s 100th 
birthday. When CEO Michael  
Darragh asked Gwen what she  
attributed her successful ageing to  
she replied “Happiness”. We agree 
with you Gwen. Many happy returns.

Congratulations to former Marian Grove and now Mater Christi  
resident Gwen Gillespie.
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JUST FOR FUN
CHRISTMAS QUIZ

Christmas 
QUIZ

 1. Who was the star of the movie titled  
  White Christmas?

 2. Who created Rudolph, the most  
  popular reindeer of Santa Claus?

 3. Which country was the first to use  
  the tradition of Christmas trees?

 4. What color was the Christmas 
  that Elvis Presley had?

 5. In the carol, “It’s Beginning to  
  Look a Lot like Christmas”,  
  what is the prettiest sight to see?

 6. In the carol, “We three 
  Kings,” which way is the 
  star of wonder and star 
  of light leading them?

ANSWERS
1. Bing Crosby  2. Robert L. May 
created Rudolph in 1939, when he wrote 
a Christmas-themed story-poem to attract 
customers in his department store.  
3. Germany  4.“Blue Christmas”  
5. “The holly that will be on your front 
door”.  6.“Westward leading, still 
proceeding”.

On 20th October ten residents availed 
themselves of the opportunity to see “The 
Mousetrap”, a murder mystery play by 
Agatha Christie. The Mousetrap opened in 
London’s West End in 1952, and has been 
running continuously for 68  years.  It’s the 
longest-running West End show, with by 
far the longest initial run of any play  
in history (and that’s not counting the  
performances at the Jetty Theatre). A  
fascinating mystery and quite different 
from the usual shows we attend. Our lips  
are sealed as to the outcome.

On 9th November residents attended the 
musical, South Pacific, another “Oldie but 
Goodie”. Presented by the Coffs  
Musical Comedy Company. Adapted from 
James A Michener’s collection of stories 
from the Pacific Campaign in WWII it is  
considered by many critics to be among 
the greatest musicals of the twentieth  
century. A light hearted musical, it  
prompted lots of toe tapping and humming 
by the residents to the wonderful tunes, 
such as Happy Talk, Honey Bun, Some 
Enchanted Evening, Bali Hai, Cockeyed 
Optimist and many more, A great  
afternoon and thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Janet

MARIAN GROVE 
JETTY THEATRE VISITS

On 21st November, we took 27 people 
for a trip to Mylestom Bowling Club. 
Everyone enjoyed a delicious Chinese 
meal with great company.

John and Barbara Smith

MG TRAVEL

MG TRAVEL
TRAVEL LUNCHEON
Our next MG TRAVEL luncheon will be on 
Thursday 20th February 2020.
This will be to Nambucca Golf Club.
Please contact John and Barbara Smith for 
more information. All Welcome.
Booking deposit $5

John and Barbara Smith
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JUST FOR FUN
Australia Quiz, Summer Quiz, Summer Find a word

Answers 1. C.  2. C.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

QUIZ

2. The first offical international 
match of cricket was held in 
1844 between...?

1. Which road runs from  
Darwin in the north to Port 
Augusta in the south?

2. In 2007, which iconic 
building became a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site?

3. Who has been the longest 
serving Australian Prime  
Minister?

4. Who was the first Australian 
to have a No. 1 international 
hit song with a version of “A 
pub with no beer”?

5. Which food product rich 
in Vitamin B did Cyril Callister 
develop?

6. What physically separates 
Tasmania from the Australian 
mainland?

7. Name the square-shaped 
sponge cake coated in a 
layer of chocolate icing and 
desiccated coconut - often 
described as the “National 
Cake of Australia”?

AUSTRALIA
QUIZ

Answers 1. The Stuart Highway  2. The Sydney  
Opera House  3. Robert Menzies  4. Slim Dusty   
5. Vegemite  6. Bass Straight  7. Lamingtons

1. Where did the name  
“Frisbee” come from?

A India + Afghanistan

B England + Australia

C The United States and Canada

FIND A WORD

 D W O S W H P C S E S D S E G

 S U A R R I Y U X Y V Y P X S

 L B H T C O N D A K V Q R G U

 N V A N E S O D R O K M I N N

 O G I B C R I D U A R B N I H

 Z C I R P L M Y T O T M K M A

 Q R E D O T D E T U M E L M T

 X E C H K H A S L V O R E I Y

 N Y E W W Z R E Z O Z H R W U

 I C E C R E A M H R N Z G S B

 N I S T D H C A E B N N Y W B

 O B W N Y T I D I M U H H G W

 E R U S X V L L X Q T I E M U

 C H N N G Z L K A O F Y F W Q

 T F R E S H F R U I T M G Z X

BEACH FRESH FRUIT HEAT
HOLIDAYS HUMIDITY HYDRATE
ICE CREAM OUTDOORS PICNIC
SPRINKLER SUNHAT SUNSCREEN
SWIMMING THUNDERSTORM WATERMELON

SUMMER

A Frisbee Records 
 (early recording label

B Jerome Frisbee 
 (inventor)

C Frisbee Pies (bakery)

D Frise B. Hassleberg 
 (Hasbro founder)
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CEO CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Wishing all of our residents, families and 
friends a wonderful New Year. 

Thank you. We are grateful for your  
ongoing support and contributions to 
our SCC IN TOUCH newsletter.

We look forward to the opportunity of 
bringing you more great content in 2020.

Michelle Royce + Mardi Davies

Dear Friends and Family 
of Marian Grove, Villa 
Maria and Mater Christi,

The end of the year 
always brings time for 
reflection, and Christmas 
can mean different things 

to different people and cultures. Whilst for 
many it is a time of joy, happiness and  
family gatherings, for others it can be  
challenging, full of emotion, and perhaps 
even a time of loneliness.  
Regardless of situation, Christmas always 
offers the gift of hope, for a better future, or 
a change in circumstances.
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, it is a  
reminder of gifts given to us, and our hope 
for the future. In this time it is important for us 
to look out for those less fortunate or  
struggling at this time, perhaps with  
loneliness, and if possible extend a hand  
of compassion, or take some interest in their 
situation to see if assistance is required. This 
is ‘We care’ in action, and Christmas is a 
special time for care.
My recent meeting with Marian Grove 
residents was a great opportunity to share 
upcoming projects and plans, and to hear 
from you personally your thoughts and  
feelings on life in our Village.

Looking ahead, our new Link Project will 
offer a variety of community engagement 
opportunities and lifestyle extension for our 
residents, community training and workforce 
programs, social support programs for  
people living at home on care packages, 
and many other potential programs and 
ways for seniors with care needs to engage 
purposefully within the community.
We are also looking at the completion of 
our “New Release” around mid-year, and 
planning for new aged care dementia and 
palliative care suites.
The big picture is exciting. However, just  
recently while celebrating the birthday of 
one of our community’s amazing  
centenarians, Gwen Gillespie, I was told 
that the thing which has nourished her over 
the years is happiness,  through 20 years of 
friendship in Marian Grove, and now more 
recently, form being so well looked after by 
her ‘family’ at Mater Christi.
From the big picture, to the smallest details, 
“We Care” as we share a journey together. 
Sawtell Catholic Care wishes everyone a 
happy and safe Christmas, full of hope and 
joy, and a bright start to the New Year in 
2020.

Michael Darragh
CEO


